Minutes of the Queen’s Park Avenues Resident Association Launch AGM
Held on Monday 11th May 2026 at 6.30pm
At St Jude’s Hall, Ilbert Street, London

Present:  
Lydia Abou-Jaib (Acting Secretary)

Approx 22 residents from the area 
Westminster Housing:
Sarah McCarthy (Resident Experience Manager) – Acting Chairperson 
Cigdem Guner (Resident Engagement Officer)
Angela Hansel (Housing Area Manager)
Lorna Marufu (Housing Team Manager)
Ireti Sanya (Housing Officer)

Safer Neighbourhood Team (SNT):
PC Dev 
PC Jayden


MP for Queen’s Park and Maida Vale
Office of Georgia Gould MP

Queen’s Park Ward Councillors
Cllr Hamza Taouzzale
Cllr Cara Sanquest
Cllr Patricia McAllister

Queen’s Park Community Council
Shuwanna Aaron (QPCC CEO)


Quorum:
Under the constitution for this Residents’ Association, the quorum required for an AGM is 25 members or 20% of the membership whichever is the least. As 100% of the current members were in attendance, the meeting could commence.




Welcome:

Sarah introduced herself and advised that she was only taking on the role of Chair to facilitate on this occasion as there was no elected committee yet.
All 3 Queen’s Park Labour Councillors introduced themselves and instructed the room that in the case of concerns, residents can discuss them with the Councillors after the event and if anyone ever needs to contact them, there are email addresses online and regular surgeries. 

Sarah relayed some house rules.
Adam Ross (Resident) expressed a concern about why homeowners are restricted on the committee which Sarah responded to by saying the RA is supported by the Housing Resident Engagement Team, which is funded by the HRA (Housing Revenue Account). The Engagement Team is liaising with other council departments and exploring alternative options for an RA for private residents.

Lydia Abou-Jaib (Committee Chair Candidate) stood and spoke to the room about why she was trying to set up the RA.

Lots of residents spoke about how passionate they are about the area, the community and how important it is for representation for everyone and equal opportunities to be on a Resident Association for the area.

Adam Ross asked if the name QPRA could be confusing so the name for the RA was put to vote.

1. Queen’s Park Residents’ Association 7 votes
2. Queen’s Park W10 Residents’ Association 0 votes
3. Queen’s Park Avenues Residents’ Association 11 votes
4. QP Canalside Residents’ Association 1 votes

Option 3 QPARA was elected but there is another RA in Queen’s Park with the acronym QPARA so the issue with the acronym needs addressing at next meeting

Sarah asked the room to nominate themselves to be on the committee with a maximum of 15 (although there are ratio restrictions according to tenure). 11 hands went up which does not exceed 15 and so could be considered dependent on the ratios.


A Resident commented that Lydia is not eligible as an officer role due to being a Councillor for Queen’s Park. Shuwanna (CEO of QPCC) replied stating that there is no conflict of interest as QPCC Councillors are not party political and Sarah concurred that there are no issues with QPCC Councillors standing as RA Chairs. Ray Lancashire (previously a QPCC Councillor and current Safer Neighbourhood Vice- Chair) confirmed that Councillors can attend meetings as residents so there is no conflict of interest and vote as a resident but not as a Councillor.

The same resident then demanded that proceedings be halted until an investigation is carried out so that he can stand as Chair against Lydia. 

This resident also raised concerns about how he had been told not to nominate himself, prior to the AGM, as serious allegations had been made against him. He demanded the meeting be cancelled until the issue was resolved.

Additional concerns raised about constitutional restrictions on private homeowners’ involvement. 

Given the concerns raised Sarah decided to have a vote on whether to continue to launch the RA or not proceed for now and get everything in order ready for another launch AGM. 

1. Proceed - 2 votes
2. Not proceed for now - Majority vote

It was decided that another AGM would be arranged.

In the meeting, Sarah said this could be done in two weeks’ time, but on reflection and in line with the notice period of the AGM required by the constitution, it is more likely to be end of June.

At this meeting everyone will be given the chance to stand on the committee should they wish to, dependent on eligibility.

Attendees were given the opportunity to complete membership forms and Sarah and Cigdem confirmed they would be in touch with more information regarding the next AGM.

Meeting was adjourned at 7.40pm
Page 1 | 1

